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* Setting  Goals  * Adult Ed Classes * Assessments * GED Information*

Woodford County Adult Education

New Student Orientation
Part One

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Materials:
New Student Packet—information sheet, confidentialty release, handbook and acknowledgement, calendar, computer network form

Orientation presentation and notes

A piece of notebook paper for Goal Setting quiz, p. 7-14

SMART Goal Setting handouts

Getting into college book to show

CITE Learning Styles Instrument to take and bring back

Interest Inventory                       “    “    	“     “

Locator Tests and answer sheets
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WELCOME!

• Message from Sugar?



3

First Things First—Setting Goals

Quite simply,

Goals need to be 
SPECIFIC, 

REALISTIC, 
and POSITIVE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To be successful, it is very important that you set goals for yourself in this class.  Be sure that you share and discuss these with your instructors.
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Goals need to be SPECIFIC, REALISTIC, 
and POSITIVE?

• “I want to be a millionaire by the age of 20.”

versus

• “I eventually plan to work in a department 
store by first getting a job as a sales 
clerk…then as an assistant manager…then as a 
manager.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Can you see that the first goal is not very realistic?

How is the second goal realistic, specific and positive?
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Many adults who come to our 
classes have the goal of getting the 
GED. 

For now,
Think of short term goals to get you ready for the 
7 ½ hour GED Test:

For example, 
• “I would like to get my GED, but first I have to 
improve my skills in writing an essay for the GED , 
and learn how to solve math word problems”.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
That is a great goal, but you first need to think about the short term goals which must be reached to prepare for the 7 ½ hour test.
2.  Example--
This goal is more specific and takes into account some of the skills that must be achieved first, in order to be prepared to take the GED test.
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Our goal in this class is to help you break down 
the subject matter into small, achievable parts 
that will help lead you to your broader long‐
term goals.  

Please remember that achieving      
goals takes time and personal commitment.
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Goal Setting Questions

Write down the following questions, and answer 
them one at a time:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are some questions to help you define your goals.  

Take out a sheet of paper, write the questions, and answer each question.
One at a time:
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Goal Setting Questions—

1.  What is your long‐term 
personal goal for this class?
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2.  How much time are you   
willing to commit to 
achieving this goal?
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3.  What are some things  you 
know of right now,  that you 
need to learn more about, in 
order to  reach your long‐term 

goals?
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4.  What employment goals  do 
you have?
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5.  What do you need to do  to 
achieve your  employment 
goals?
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6.  Do you have specific  goals 
for yourself or your  family that 
you would like  to share?
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7.  Can you identify things 
that are getting in the way  of 

you achieving your  goals? 

(Examples: lack of time, little family 
support, child care)
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One more………

8.  Of the things you just identified, 
what steps can you take to 
prevent them from getting in 
the way?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lack of time—use a calendar or planner

Little family support—get support from friends, co-workers, LC staff

Child Care—arrange for a dependable care giver and a back-up
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That was easy!

Congratulations!   
You have made the first step

towards your success.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
First steps of identifying your goals!
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• But dreams are simply a 

“wish list floating in the clouds.”  

Any goal that is not written down is just a dream.  

• Remember‐‐

• Commit your time, energy and enthusiasm—you will 
become a successful student.  

GOALS + ACTION = SUCCESS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 We all have dreams about what we want to do with our lives.

In order to move forward, you must set goals. 

By writing down your goals, you have made the important first step towards your success in this class. 
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Adult education classes are 
not like regular school

There are several things about adults that make 
them learn differently from children. 

We respect these differences and try to make the 
class meet your adult needs.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is very important that you understand that this class is not designed to be like the regular school you once attended.  
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Some of the ways adults learn 
differently:  (Think about it!)

• Adults are self‐directed    You depend on yourself to 
earn a living and manage your life

• Adults are doers    You use what you learn to be better 
workers and parents

• Adults have a broad base of learning   from many life 
experiences

• Adults are motivated to learn

• Adult learners are from many educational levels, 
backgrounds and ages 
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Key features of ABE/GED Classes:

• Adult Education classes do not give grades‐‐you will focus on 
mastering skills

• You will not be issued textbooks   

• You are expected to act as a responsible adult, as stated in 
your handbook

• CLASS ATTENDANCE IS VERY IMPORTANT in being able to 
reach your learning goals  

• Class work will be based on your own learning level.  Let your
instructor know if you are having any problems.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Study materials will be used during class time, but you will not be given specific books to keep.  Talk to your instructor if you feel you need additional materials. 

Failure to follow the student expectations can result in dismissal from the program. 

Please let your instructor know of any difficulties at home that might cause you to have to miss classes.
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How do I find out what I need to learn?

• Take the TABE Locator Test—

A very short test in reading, math, and language

• Then take the TABE Full Battery Test—
This  3 hour test also covers reading, math, and 
language.   Your instructor will review your scores to find 
out what you need to study in this class.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 You will take the Locator before you leave today (tonight) to tell us know which longer version of the Test of Adult Basic Education (TABE) to give you.

  So you may concentrate on the skills you need, not the ones you already have
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How long will this take me?

• The length of time this will take is 

different for every person.  

• After 50 hours of skill development, you will take a 
post test of the TABE to see the progress you have 
made!  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
  It all depends on your background knowledge, personal motivation, and study habits.

  Also, we can determine what else needs to be covered in class.



23

Let’s talk about the GED!

• The Tests of General Educational Development (GED 
Tests) are designed to measure learning outcomes 
that are generally acquired through completion of a 
high school program of study.  

• The GED is a standardized test.  Most of the GED is a 
multiple‐choice test.

• The content on the test is drawn from material 
used in today’s high schools.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Standardized test-- meaning that its scoring scale is derived from the performance of a sample of graduating high school seniors.

The GED is not given on-line.  Beware of scams.
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5 (timed) sections of the GED:

• Math Part I, (Calculator allowed); Math Part II 

• Science

• Social Studies

• Language Arts,  Reading

• Language Arts‐Writing‐Part I ‐‐Multiple choice 
Language Arts‐Writing Part II –Essay

Presenter
Presentation Notes
General mathematic and problem-solving skills, with an  understanding of basic algebra and geometry;  Formulas given

General science concepts and vocabulary based on readings, graphs, charts, or figures

General social studies concepts and vocabulary based on readings, maps, graphs, charts, or cartoons	

Understanding various forms of popular and classical literature and the arts

Use of correct sentence structure, usage or mechanics 

Prepare and write a well-organized essay on an assigned topic	



25

Frequently Asked Questions:
Who can take the GED?  

• Any Kentucky resident who does not have a high 
school diploma, 

• is certified as test ready
• 19 years old or older, or 16 years old and has been 
officially withdrawn from school for 90 days as 
certified by the local school district 

• To take the GED, you must first complete twelve 
(12) hours of ABE classes and indicate readiness to 
test,  based on official GED Practice Test (OPT) 
scores.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Student must present proof of withdrawal on school form or letterhead at time of testing. 

We will help you with the application process.
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How are the tests scored?

• GED standard scores range from a minimum of 
200 to a maximum of 800.

• In Kentucky, a student must score at least a 
450 average for the entire test (total of 2250 
points), with no score below 410.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To be certified as “test ready” you need a minimum of 450 on each of the 5 sections of the OPT
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What does the test cost?  

• Currently, all testing centers charge $40 for the 
complete test battery, or 

• $10 per sub test if the examinee does not take the 
full battery or is retesting.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let your instructor know if you have a problem paying for the test
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What will I do if I do not pass the tests?

• The test can be taken 3 times in each GED 
calendar year.  

• It is recommended that you should return to 
classes  ASAP to continue preparation for the 
section(s) of the test that you did not pass.  

• If you like, you may retest in only the sections 
you need, not the entire test.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since the test is standardized, a student would make a similar score if they retested with no preparation; 

therefore, it is important that students prepare for any parts which did not meet the minimum score requirements. 
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Can I get into college with a GED?

• YES!    98% of colleges and universities that require 
a high school diploma accept the GED credential

• GED graduates are also eligible for most federal 
financial aid programs provided they meet other 
criteria.   

Start thinking about your post  GED 
education goals now!!          

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(Annual Survey of Colleges 2007. Copyright ® 2007. The College Board.)
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What about accommodations for 
people with special needs?

• Special test editions including Braille, 
audiocassette, and large print are available.  

• Standard testing accommodations may include 
extended time, supervised breaks, use of a 
calculator, scribe, and a private room may also be 
granted.  

– NOTE:  If you have ever been diagnosed with a 
learning difficulty or ADD, feel free to share this 
information with your instructors so they may help 
you learn in your special way!!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Please inform your instructor as soon as possible if you are interested in submitting a request for accommodations.
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Is the GED easy?

The GED is not an easy test;

however, it is not impossible.  

By setting clear and concise learning 
goals in this adult education class, you 
can achieve your goal of passing the 

examination.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember our staff is here to help you!
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What’s next?
Read your handbook;  complete all paperwork

Take the Locator Test  and Schedule remaining 
assessment tests

Schedule Academic Success sessions!
‐‐Learn more about setting goals, your interests, and how you 
learn

‐‐Learn helpful tips and study skills
‐‐Explore what lies ahead after the GED

Your first assignment!
Complete Interest and Learning Styles Inventories at home

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Check your Calendar:
Orientation Part 1—first & third Mondays—9:00 AM-Noon  Rm 9
	       --first & third Tuesdays—5:30-8:30 PM  Rm 2
Orientation Part 2—second & fourth Mondays—9:00 AM-Noon  Rm 9
	       --second & fourth Tuesdays—5:30-8:30 PM  Rm 2
Finish testing on Mondays AM & PM; Thursdays AM & PM  Rm 6
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Adapted from

• www.kyvae.org/learner/index.asp

Kentucky Adult Education 

• http://kyae.ky.gov/students/ged.htm

GED information

• www.colin.edu

Copiah‐Lincoln Community College Homepage

• www.colin.edu/gedonline

Mississippi GED Online Homepage

http://www.kyvae.org/learner/index.asp
http://kyae.ky.gov/students/ged.htm
http://www.colin.edu/
http://www.colin.edu/gedonline
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