
Research Link to Article Promising Practice to Increase Retention Tools

Will Cooperative Learning Affect GED 
Retention. Mary Jeannette Kelly, 
Pennsylvania Action Research Network, 
1996-1997.

http://www.able.state.pa.us/able/lib/ab
le/lfp/lfp97kelly.pdf

Affinity Diagramming Activity 

Power of Cohort and Collaborative 
Groups.  Eleanor Drago-Severson, 
Deborah Helsing, Robert Kegan, Nancy 
Popp, Maria Broderick, & Kathryn 
Portnow (FOB, Vol. 5, Issue B, Oct. 
2001). 

http://www.ncsall.net/?id=254 Brainstorming and Prioritizing Activity 

Classroom Structure 

The Best of Both Worlds: Using 
Individualized and Group Instruction. 
(FOB, Vol. 7, Issue C, March 2005).

http://www.ncsall.net/?id=734 Acting It Out 

A Slow Conversion to Reading Groups, 
Susan Watson ( FOB, Vol. 7, Issue C, 
March 2005).

http://www.ncsall.net/?id=737 Classroom Discussion 

Getting into Groups . Michael Pritza, 
(FOB, Vol. 2, Issue A, March 1998). http://www.ncsall.net/?id=415

Strategies to Build Community in the 
Classroom to Support Persistence 

Student‐to‐Student Interviews 

Snowball Consensus 

Best Practices in Managing a Classroom 

Structure learning experiences as a mix 
of group and individual instruction that 
promotes peer learning, and develops 
student “cohorts” – groups of students 
who see themselves as a learning 
community.

Why Students Stay: Retention and 
Persistence Factors. Trish Link, 
Fieldnotes for PA ABLE Administrators, 
2003.

http://www.able.state.pa.us/able/lib/ab
le/fieldnotes03/fn03retention.pdf
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Classroom Structure 

Research to Practice: Increasing 
Retention Through Student Success

Self Efficacy Activities 

Knowledge in Action: The Promise of 
Project-Based Learning. Heide Spruck 
Wrigley, (FOB, Vol. 2, Issue D, Dec. 
1998).

http://www.ncsall.net/?id=384

Life Success for Students With Learning

Increasing GED Student Motivation To 
Attend More Instructional Hours 
Through Demonstrating A Correlation 
Between Instruction and Improved 
Scores. Cathy Wright Pennsylvania 
Action Research Monograph 1997-
1998.

http://www.pde.state.pa.us/able/lib
/able/lfp/lfp98wright.pdf

Promote the development of students’ 
self-efficacy (i.e. beliefs about their 
ability to be successful students) around 
learning, including providing mastery 
experiences early on.

1998).

Less Teaching and More Learning. 
Susan Gaer, (FOB, Vol. 2, Issue D, 
Dec. 1998).

http://www.ncsall.net/?id=385

Implement instructional activities that 
promote active learning, problem-
solving and projects that advance 
learning objectives and have clear 
benchmarks for progress and successful 
completion.

Life Success for Students With Learning 
Disabilities: A Teacher Guide

Project-Based Learning and the GED. 
Anson Green, (FOB, Vol. 2, Issue B, 
June 1998).

http://www.ncsall.net/?id=408
Sample Activities for Students to 
Experience Progress 
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Classroom Structure 

No‐hands Teaching: Student‐Created 
Lessons Based on Authentic Materials 
(Suggestions in Article)

Collaborating with Students to Build 
Curriculum that Incorporates Real-Life 
Materials. Charissa Ahlstrom, (FOB, 
Vol. 6, Issue C, Sept. 2003).

http://www.ncsall.net/?id=192

Use authentic materials and 
instructional activities that are relevant 
and meaningful to adult students’ life 
contexts and draw on their strengths.

Creating Authentic Materials and 
Activities for the Adult Literacy 
Classroom: A Handbook for 
Practitioners

( gg )

Differentiated Instruction: Adjusting to 
the Needs of All Learners. Mary Ann 
Corley, (FOB, Vol. 7, Issue C, March 
2005).

http://www.ncsall.net/?id=736

Differentiating Instruction for a 
Multilevel Class. Catherine Saldana , 
(FOB, Vol. 7, Issue C, March 2005). http://www.ncsall.net/?id=735

Techniques for Differentiating 
Instruction (Listed in Article)

Implement differentiated instruction 
that accommodates individual learning 
needs and styles; addresses multiple 
intelligences and skill levels.

http://www.ncsall.net/?id=192�
http://www.kyae.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/02C67AD9-0FA5-40FF-956E-8201B6DED308/0/CreatingAuthenticMaterialsandActivtiesforABEClassroom.pdf�
http://www.kyae.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/4B906AD9-1487-4180-9DE8-464922D43EBE/0/NoHandsTeachingStudentcreatedLessonsBasedonAuthenticMaterials.pdf�
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=735�
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=736�
http://www.ncsall.net/?id=736�

