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SREB highlights Kentucky Adult Education

A new Southern Regional Education Board (SREB) report on adult education cites Kentucky as a model for other states to emulate and praises the Commonwealth for setting goals, requiring accountability and aggressively tackling the adult learning challenge.

In the report, Investing Wisely in Adult Learning is Key to State Prosperity, SREB President Mark Musick writes, “Kentucky has won national recognition for its efforts.  It set specific enrollment targets for its adult education programs and provided funding based on the results.  Enrollment doubled.  Kentucky’s success shows that facing the challenge, being creative and committing resources can work.”

The report, available at www.sreb.org, says three of the most important steps toward progress in adult education are establishing specific goals, investing wisely and improving coordination and governance.  Kentucky is cited as an example in each of these areas.

Kentucky’s specific actions in reorganization, goals, accountability and best practices are highlighted in Box 2 on page 12. 

2005-06 Policy and Procedure Manual

On July 1, 2005, KYAE notified adult education program directors that the 2005-06 policy manual and family literacy program quality indicators had been posted at www.kyae.ky.gov, Policy and Procedures page.   To be aware of revisions, please carefully read the “Summary of Major Changes” document that accompanies the policy manual.  KYAE thanks all adult educators and partners who contributed to discussions that resulted in changes to the policy manual.

OVAE approves performance measures

The Office of Vocational and Adult Education (OVAE), U.S. Department of Education, has approved KYAE’s 2005-06 performance measures for core indicators.  The performance measures are determined through a negotiation process between KYAE and OVAE.  The measures, available at www.kyae.ky.gov (Performance/Accountability page, Core Indicator Performance Measures), will be used in 2005-06 contracts.  

At the state level, KYAE is held accountable for meeting these performance measures, which OVAE uses to determine eligibility for federal incentive funding.  Beginning this fiscal year, KYAE will track the employment indicators through a data match with wage records.  As discussed during May 2005 provider meetings, because of the time lag in data matching, KYAE will not use the employment indicators in determining eligibility for incentive funding.  However, it is extremely important for adult educators to continue to mark these goals for students as appropriate and concentrate on achieving the measures.  

KYAE Web site gets “extreme makeover”

KYAE is pleased to announce the debut of a much enhanced and greatly revamped Web site at www.kyae.ky.gov.  Please take some time to explore this robust site, which contains major sections for adult educators, students and employers as well as general information about adult education.  The Web site will continue to grow and evolve with more information and links to be added.   

Although many staff members participated in the Web site development, special recognition goes to Toni Quire, who was the point person on building and managing the new site.  KYAE invites your comments and input regarding the “extreme makeover” of the site.

Register for the KYAE conference

Adult educators can register now for the 2005 Kentucky Adult Education conference, “Adult Education – Absolutely Essential.”  The registration form is at www.kyae.ky.gov on the Announcements/News page.

KYAE will provide the $150 registration fee for adult educators who attend the conference, which is September 19-21 at the new Marriott Louisville Downtown.  The conference is co-sponsored by KYAE and KAACE.  Adult educators will earn one professional development unit (PDU) for attending the conference and one PDU for the preconference.  [For an explanation of PDUs, see the Professional Development section, p. 26, 2005-06 Policy and Procedure Manual.]

For the first time ever, the conference will be held in conjunction with the Council on Postsecondary Education Governor’s Trusteeship Conference, which is September 18 and 19 at the same property.  Governor Ernie Fletcher is expected to speak at a joint luncheon for conference attendees.  

Conference topics will include family literacy, adult basic education, transition to postsecondary, GED, disabilities, corrections, data collection, integrating technology and others.

PLEASE NOTE – KYAE will not pay cancellation fees, KAACE membership fees or conference “no shows.”  Adult educators who register and do not attend without canceling by the deadline stated on the registration form will be responsible for paying the $150 registration fee without using KYAE funds.

KAACE seeks award nominations

The Kentucky Association for Adult and Continuing Education (KAACE) is seeking nominations for its annual awards to be presented at the September conference (see above).  KAACE members can nominate individuals for the following awards:  Outstanding Student of the Year, KAACE Member of the Year, KYAE Employee of the Year, Regional Supporter of the Year, Student Scholarship and KAACE Member Scholarship.  

Nominations must be submitted on a KAACE Award and Scholarship Form and must include a 250-word justification.  In addition, scholarship applicants must complete a scholarship questionnaire.  Forms are available at www.kyae.ky.gov on the Announcements/News page. 

The deadline for nominations is August 16.  Submit nominations to Dian Kelley, Hardin County Adult Education, 114 South Mulberry Street, Elizabethtown, KY 42701.  Her e-mail address is dkelly@hardin.k12.ky.us.

Content standards survey due July 25

KYAE sent a content standards survey to adult educators on June 25 – if you haven’t yet responded, please do so by July 25.   Your input on this initiative is critical in guiding assessment and curricula alignment, instructional strategies and ongoing professional development.  The survey and accompanying documents are available at www.kyae.ky.gov on the Announcements/News page.  

Technical support coordination

As of July 1, 2005, access to Pomeroy technical support is being coordinated through KYAE.  Assistance will be available by calling the Helpdesk at (502) 573-5114, ext. 370.  Technicians will be available to walk you through a technical problem Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 

If technical support cannot be resolved over the telephone, a site visit will be scheduled as soon as possible. Please note that the plug-in CDs to run PLATO, WIN and LiteracyLink are still available on a limited basis.   KYAE will make the plug-ins available on the www.kyvae.org Web site to enable adult educators to download them.

CORRECTION: GED demographic form

An earlier e-mail including instructions for completing the GED demographic form contained a mistake in the numbering of new questions.  The corrected instructions for completing the demographic form are available at http://kyae.ky.gov/ged/educators/gedtestadm.htm.  KYAE apologizes for any inconvenience caused by this error.

Reassigned OPT codes

Please be aware that OPT codes have been reassigned.  A listing of new codes and the authorized signatory for each program is available at http://kyae.ky.gov/ged/educators/gedtestadm.htm.  Please review the list and contact Dr. B.J. Helton at BJ.Helton@ky.gov if changes are needed.

Kentucky Paraeducator Assessment unchanged for 2005-06

According to the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE), adult educators who administer the Kentucky Paraeducator Assessment (KPA) should continue to use the 2004-05 version of the assessment.  KDE is developing an online assessment but does not have a timetable for implementation.

If you are not familiar with the assessment and want more information, contact Ginny Sullivan at (502) 573-5114, ext. 115, or Ginny.Sullivan@ky.gov.

Curriculum resource for teaching math

The Adult Literacy Media Alliance, with funding from the National Science Foundation, has created a multimedia DVD curriculum resource for teaching basic math skills.  "TV411 Think Math" is available free to literacy programs that participate in the Alliance’s outreach efforts with public television stations.  More information is available at www.kyae.ky.gov on the Announcements/News page. 

U.S. DOL grant opportunity

The Employment and Training Administration in the U.S. Department of Labor has available approximately $5 million in demonstration grant funds to test innovative strategies to serve individuals with limited English proficiency and Hispanic Americans who lack basic and occupational skills needed by high-growth occupations.  

The application deadline is August 15.  More information is available at www.doleta.gov/sga/sga/SGA-DFA-PY-05-02.pdf.

Community support grows in Christian County

In March, the Christian County Literacy Council’s newsletter, Literacy Lines, announced that two area banks, Planters’ Bank and Bank of Cadiz, had made donations to cover the cost of GED testing for needy individuals.  Since the newsletter announcement, the Rotary Club and Karen Kopp, a literacy volunteer, have made contributions to support GED testing.  Congratulations to Bev Thomson, director, for continued community support for adult education in Christian County.

