 Building Community in the Classroom to Support Learner Persistence – A summary of strategies

1. Plan a procedure to welcome new students to the class without putting the students on the spot or embarrassing them.  Be careful about personal questions.

2. Assign class jobs to students, e.g. managing attendance, handouts, passing out books, lending supplies, welcoming new students. Number your books. Hand them out in order. Make this a job in the class.  This encourages student- to- student interaction.

3.  Use grouping strategies that allow students to practice with different students every day. Number heads or pass out color papers and group accordingly.  Example:  Use cards ( 4 in a set – 4 kings, etc.) to group students. If you have 24 students, pass out 6 sets of 4 cards mixed up. Then they do a group activity with 4 students having the same set, e.g. kings, 4s,etc. Spend the beginning of group work having students ask personal information questions to each other: name, where from, where they live, who they live with, etc.  They’ll get to know each other that way and bond.

4. Get to class before students and greet them as they arrive.  Learn their names quickly. Before class, when only a few students are there, get to know them.

5. Bring in a cake at the end of the month for all students who had birthdays that month. Also sing Happy Birthday when birthdays come up.  Post birthdays on a class calendar.

6. Rearrange desks so that they face each other.

7. Treat students like adults.  Let them be with their friends, but provide opportunities for students to mix with other groups.

8. Periodically check to see that students know each other’s names. Put up questions at the beginning of class about peoples’ names, e.g. Name 4 students from Somalia.

9. For team or class builder activities, choose topics that everyone has in common at the beginning of class – food.  Use “tell me about” questions.  

10. Teach language associated with social skills and group work, e.g. take turns, share, sorry to interrupt, can you please repeat, etc.

11. Find out why students are in class and what they expect to learn.

12. Challenge the students with high expectations.  Set rules for the class. We have learned that students respect this kind of  atmosphere in the classroom.

13. Do a lot of  interactive group work.  Do jigsaw reading exercises. In a group of 4, each student is responsible for a part of a reading or part of the questions about a reading.  Do group work that involves critical thinking and problem solving.

14. Work on setting a positive atmosphere in the classroom. Have a positive attitude (Teacher sets the tone.)

15. Arrange to have students connect with our counselors (Int/Adv. levels)

16. Involve students in problem solving.

17. Encourage students to exchange numbers when appropriate; create a buddy system.

18. Facilitate team projects (class potlucks, talent show). 

19. In Citizenship classes, take pictures when students pass the exam.

20. Use the digital camera for class projects. Make a class collage of pictures of students and interests. Post students’ pictures and autobiographies on the wall.  Provide opportunities at the higher levels for students to share information about their countries and cultures. The more students learn about other cultures, the more tolerant they will be.

21. Bring in counselors, administrators, and custodians into the classroom to interview so that the students become more aware of their school community.

22. If there is a “loner” student who isn’t inclined to partner up, sit and practice with that student yourself, giving a little extra attention; then match that person with a compatible partner the next time.  Use gentle persuasion with the very shy students.

23. Let students know that they will be welcomed back to class if they have to be absent.  Also let them know that they were missed when they were absent.

24. Finally, make language learning fun. A sense of humor always breaks the ice and lowers barriers to communication.

