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2002 Series GED Tests

Questions & Answers

What are the GED Tests?

The GED Tests demand achievement. To earn a GED credential, GED candidates must pass a 7 1/2- hour set of five tests: writing (including a timed essay on an assigned topic), reading, social studies, science, and mathematics.  These tests not only cover each subject area, but also test a person’s skills at communicating, processing information, problem solving, and critical thinking.  The 2002 Series GED Tests reflect current high school curriculum standards while including content related to the workplace and community.

The nationally recognized GED Tests provide a rigorous assessment of this set of knowledge and skills.  They are designed so that those who pass the GED Tests must meet or exceed the performance of the top 60 percent of traditional graduating high school seniors.  

The GED Tests serve only one purpose – to certify a high school level of academic knowledge and skills.  The GED Tests certify these competencies, no matter where or in what manner the individual learned them.  Every state and Canadian province recognizes that passing the GED Tests demonstrates the knowledge and skills of a high school graduate and award their high school credential based on passing these tests.

The GED Tests provide a uniform measure of high school achievement.  Passing the tests means the same in every state from Maine to California, throughout Canada, and around the world.  Because of their rigor, validity, and reliability, they are accepted by 95 percent of employers
 and 97 percent of institutions of higher education2. 

How are the GED Tests developed?

During the initial four-year design stage (1997-2001), national panels of experts research and develop the test specifications, a score scale and passing score.   Each year thereafter, the GED Testing Service initiates a three-year process to develop three equated forms of the test, which involves international committees of professional educators, subject matter experts, and test specialists in each content area.  Every test question undergoes multiple reviews by internal and external content and psychometric specialists.  In addition, these questions are pretested on high school seniors before becoming part of a final test form.  These final forms are then administered to a national stratified random sample of graduating high school seniors.  Individual states, provinces, and territories may set a passing standard higher than, but not lower than, the passing score established by the GED Testing Service.  The tests are developed to meet the rigorous standards of the 1999 edition of the Standards for Educational and Psychological Testing.
How are the GED Tests scored?

Each GED test is scored on a scale ranging from 200 to 800.  To receive a GED credential in the United States, a candidate must earn an average score across the five tests of at least 450, with no individual test score below 410.  These score requirements ensure that GED candidates are able to read, compute, interpret information, and express themselves in writing at the same level as the top 60 percent of graduating high school seniors.  In other words, four out of 10 graduating high school seniors could not pass the GED Tests.

Why did the GED Tests change?

The GED Tests provide an assessment of the academic skills and knowledge gained through a traditional high school education.  As high school curricula change, so do the GED Tests. Over the past 60 years, the GED Tests have evolved along with our public schools and the needs of the work force and higher education institutions that we serve.  For example, the GED Tests were revised in 1977 to reflect the changes occurring in industry, and then again in 1988 to include questions requiring more problem-solving skills, which are essential for success in higher education and the workplace.  This year, the GED Tests have been updated to certify that GED graduates can respond to the demands of today’s Information Age, which requires ever-higher levels of analysis and problem-solving skills.  The 2002 Series GED Tests reflect the most up-to-date and widely used secondary school curriculum standards.  

What exactly has changed?

The 2002 Series GED Tests include fewer multiple-choice questions, require candidates to understand more business-related documents and put a greater emphasis on analysis, organization and the practical application of the subject matter. For example: 

· The 2002 Series GED Science Test puts more emphasis on environmental and health topics (climate, pollution, heredity, disease prevention, space, etc.) and on science’s relevance to everyday life.

· The new GED Mathematics Test puts more emphasis on data analysis and statistics, includes more business-related questions, and offers fewer multiple-choice questions. Candidates use calculators provided by the testing facility for the part of the test involving complex computations, but are not permitted to use them on other parts of he test that require estimation and mental math skills.

· The new GED Social Studies Test includes at least one excerpt from the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution, a landmark Supreme Court decision or the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. The test also includes at least one real-world, practical document, such as a voter’s guide or a tax form. 

· The two new GED Language Arts Tests (one on writing and the other on reading) have an increased emphasis on organization in writing, include business-related documents in both sections, and require that the candidate pass the essay portion.  (The candidate must score 2 points or higher on the essay’s four-point scale.)

· Throughout the tests, passages include more “visual texts,” or the understanding of images that, as in real-world reading, often summarizes or provides emphasis for longer passages.  On the social studies, science, and math tests, there is a 100 percent increase in the use of such visual texts as graphs, charts, photographs, diagrams, and political cartoons.  

What remains the same?

The 2002 Series GED Tests continue to certify high school level knowledge and skills in the core academic areas of reading, writing, social studies, science, and mathematics. 

The following remain unchanged in the 2002 GED Tests: 

· The Language Arts, Writing Test still includes a 45-minute essay on an assigned topic.    

· The Social Studies Test still covers history, geography, civics, government, and economics.

· The Science Test still includes earth science, chemistry, life science, and physics.

· The Language Arts, Reading Test still includes readings from literature such as 300-400 word excerpts from poetry, drama and fiction. 

· The Mathematics Test still includes algebra, geometry, number relations, and data analysis.  

Are the 2002 Series GED Tests more difficult?

The 2002 Series GED Tests certainly are different.  They reflect the latest requirements of a contemporary high school education and continue to certify high school level in reading, writing, social studies, science, and mathematics.  We will need to see how adults perform on the tests before we can fully answer this question. 

How many people take the GED Tests every year? How many people pass the GED Tests each year?

More than one million people around the world took the GED Tests in 2001.  But not everyone who takes the GED Tests completes all five tests, and many who complete the tests do not pass the tests.  Of those who completed the entire set of five tests in 2001, 69.8 percent passed.   (Of the more than one million who took at least one of the GED Tests in 2001, nearly 980,000 completed all five tests, and almost 685,000 passed and earned a GED credential.)

Who takes the GED Tests?

GED candidates reflect the mosaic of society.  Apart from the desire to demonstrate their high school knowledge and skills, there is no single characteristic that typifies a GED candidate.  GED candidates have a myriad of backgrounds—from working adults, young parents and entrepreneurs to immigrants, senior citizens and displaced workers.

GED candidates self-select; no one is required to take the GED Tests.  Typically, candidates have a long involvement in traditional educational programs before taking the GED Tests.  More than two-thirds of the GED candidates completed at least the 10th grade in a traditional high school program and more than one-third completed at least the 11th grade.  

As with the previous test series, adults who have been out of high school for some time may need to prepare for the 2002 Series GED Tests before taking them.  In addition to their formal education, candidates prepare in a variety of ways for the GED Tests.  While four of every 10 candidates take formal GED instructional courses, others use GED materials available through libraries and bookstores, and still others access study materials offered online and via television.
The mean age of GED candidates is 25.2 years.  Nearly two of three adults (62.6 percent) were aged 20 years or older.
[Find results from your state or province in the GED 2001 Annual Statistical Report (ASR).]

Can candidates who didn’t finish the old series of tests combine their scores with those of the new tests?

Because the 2002 Series GED Tests are significantly different than the previous series, scores cannot be combined.  This test series reflects changes in curriculum content, skills areas, standards of learning and the score scale.  Since scores from the previous test series were normed according to standards that have now changed, they would not provide an accurate assessment of the candidate’s skills and knowledge if combined with a score from the 2002 Series GED Tests. Those graduates who passed previous editions of the GED Tests have a valid credential, just as graduates from traditional high schools still have valid credentials even though graduation requirements have changed.

How many times can someone take the GED Tests?

The GED Testing Service provides three equated forms of the tests each calendar year.  Consequently, a GED candidate has up to three opportunities to pass each of the five content tests in a given year.
States, territories or provinces may have additional restrictions for candidates who do not pass the GED Tests the first time.

Where does someone take the GED Tests?

The GED Tests are administered only at Official GED Testing Centers, operated by the jurisdiction under guidelines established by the GED Testing Service. There are more than 3,500 Official GED Testing Centers worldwide.  Adults can take the GED Tests throughout the year, with more than 55 percent of the testing centers administering them at least once a week and 93 percent at least once a month.  To find your local Official GED Testing Center, call 1-800-62MYGED (1-800-626-9433) or visit the GED web site at www.gedtest.org.

Are public funds used for the GED Program?

The GED Testing Service does not receive federal funds.  The GED Testing Service is part of the American Council on Education (ACE), a not-for-profit organization that seeks to advance goals of higher and adult education.  States, provinces, and localities lease the GED Tests under strict contractual guidelines that specify the use, administration, and security of the tests.  The GED Testing Service provides tests and support services to the U.S. military and U.S. Bureau of Prisons on a contractual basis.  Each jurisdiction sets the price of its tests; in 2001, it varied from $0 to $80. (See ASR Table 13 for your jurisdiction’s fee.)

What are the benefits of earning a GED Credential?

For many people, earning a GED credential is the fulfillment of a lifelong goal. Passing the GED Tests and earning the state’s high school credential provides GED graduates the opportunity to continue their education, advance their career, provide an example to their children and grandchildren about the value of education, or simply create an opportunity for self-improvement.  

Among the benefits research studies have confirmed are:

· Those who earned their GED diploma are much more likely to participate in postsecondary education and vocational training than are those who did not graduate high school or earn their GED credential.  [U.S. Department of Education: 1998]

· In 2000, more than 66 percent of all GED candidates said they plan to continue their education or training beyond a high school level. [ACE 2000 Fact Sheet]
· Those who earned their GED diploma perform as well in postsecondary education as traditional high school graduates.  [University of Indiana – Purdue University Indianapolis:1999]
· Earning the GED diploma helps recipients achieve higher self-esteem. [Brown, 2000, Dean & Eisenriech, 1996]
· GED recipients are more likely to encourage their children to finish school. [Brown, 2000; Dean & Eisenriech, 1996; Landy et al., 2000]
· According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, those who have a high school diploma, including those earned their GED diplomas, earn $7,400 more each year than those who did not graduate from high school.  This difference represents a 35 percent increase in median annual earnings.  [Occupational Outlook Quarterly: Spring 2002]
In many ways, the GED Testing Program enriches society as well as the individual. With every GED diploma earned, the community can gain a better-prepared neighbor, citizen, employee, and volunteer. 

Where is the GED credential accepted?

Ninety-five percent of U.S. employers consider those who earned a GED diploma the same as traditional high school graduates with regard to hiring, salary, and opportunity for advancement. (Society for Human Resource Management: 2002)

Ninety-seven percent of colleges and universities accept the GED credential as equivalent to a traditional high school diploma. (College Board: 2001)  Further, more than one in 20 first-year college students in the United States are GED graduates. (National Center for Education Statistics: 1996)
Who awards the GED credential?

The GED Testing Program is an international partnership involving the GED Testing Service, each of the 50 states, the Canadian provinces, the U.S. territories, and the U.S. military.  The GED high school credential is awarded by the local jurisdiction.  The GED Testing Service develops and delivers the GED Tests and establishes the test administration standards; in addition to awarding the credential, the jurisdictions administer the GED Tests in accordance with established policies and procedures.  The GED Tests are the only standardized assessment by which all U.S. and Canadian jurisdictions award their high school credentials to individuals who pass all five GED Tests.

Do the GED Tests account for inflated graduation rates?

There are several variables that affect high school graduation rates.  There is not any evidence, however, that the GED Tests are among them.  Although the number of traditional high school diplomas has declined during the past several years, the number of GED test takers has remained relatively stable.  (See table below.)  In fact, the number of applicants tested annually between 1991 and 1999 (the most recent years in which all data are available) has fluctuated between 790,000 and 867,000.  This range represents less than 2 percent of the 46 million adults in the United States and Canada who lack high school degrees or their equivalent.  
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	1991
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	Percent change (1990 - 1999)

	85.6
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	80.6
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	Numbers for 1992 - 1999 reflect new wording of the educational attainment item in the CPS beginning in 1992.

	Numbers for years 1994 - 1999 reflect changes in the CPS due to newly instituted computer-assisted interviewing and the change in population controls used in the 1990 Census-based estimates, with adjustments for undercounting in the 1990 Census.
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	Percent change (1990 - 1999)

	53.1
	52.6
	53.7
	50.8
	50.3
	50.9
	51.9
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	Values for 1990 to 1999 reflect percentages of total numbers of GED graduates who are 18-to 24-years-old as reported in the GED Testing Service, GED Statistical Reports 1990 to 1999.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


With states introducing higher standards and graduation exams, do you think more students will decide to leave school and take the GED Tests?

The GED Program has a standing position that if a student is in school, that student should stay in school. We do not want students to leave high school to take the GED Tests.  Historically, most GED candidates leave school for non-academic reasons (e.g., marriage, pregnancy or the need to support the family).  Anyone who thinks that the GED Tests are easy is terribly misinformed: about 4 out of 10 high school graduating seniors would fail the GED Tests on their first attempt.  To help coordinate with the secondary schools, both the National Association of Secondary School Principals and the Secondary School Counselors Association serve on the GED Testing Service’s Advisory Board.

Although we cannot track the number of people who leave school without a high school diploma, with the 2002 Series GED Tests, we are starting to track the reasons people who take the tests left school.  

How are the GED Tests different from state graduation exams?

Unlike state graduation exams, the GED Tests are a national exam.  Created through a rigorous four-year design and research process, the GED Tests are developed using specifications established by a national panel of educational and content area experts.  Building upon this design phase, the GED Testing Service initiates a three-year process to develop three equated forms on an annual basis.  Every test question is subjected to multiple reviews by specialists in testing and the specific content areas and is pretested before becoming part of a final test form.  These final forms are then administered to a national stratified random sample of graduating high school seniors to formulate scores and standards. GED candidates’ performance is compared with the performance of a national sample of high school graduates. 

How do you know that the national GED Test standards reflect those for our state?

In 1999, the GED Testing Service published a comprehensive analysis of the national and state standard initiatives in the core content areas of English language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies to ensure that the GED Tests reflected those areas of importance.  This study, entitled Alignment of National and State Standards, can be ordered from the GED Testing Service.

In addition, each state may conduct a norming study to ensure the equivalence between its own state graduation exam and the GED Tests.  To do this study, a state administers both exams to graduating seniors to verify the equivalence of the passing standards.  As noted before, the GED Testing Service sets a minimum passing score in which only 60 percent of graduating seniors would pass the GED Test on their first attempt.  Any state can set a higher standard as it decides.

What is the origin of the GED Testing Program?

At the request of the military, the first GED Tests were developed in 1942 to help returning World War II veterans finish their studies and re-enter civilian life.  Since that time, the military has continued to offer the GED Tests to the men and women who serve our country.  The Defense Activity for Non-Traditional Education Support (DANTES) administers the GED Tests at more than 500 testing centers throughout the world. 

The GED Tests first became available to civilians in 1947 when the state of New York implemented a program to award its high school diploma to those who passed the tests.   In 1973, California became the last state to join the GED Testing Program.  The GED Testing Program has served as a bridge to further education and employment for more than 15 million people over its 60-year history. 

An online survey conducted by the Society of Human Resource Management (SHRM) on May 16, 2002 shows that more than 95 percent of the 7,674 HR professionals who responded to the question, “Does your company accept applicants with a GED credential for jobs requiring a high school degree” said yes.  A total of 8,156 people responded.  The 482 who answered “don’t know” were eliminated from this calculation.


The College Board, 2002.
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