
 
 

 
 

 

Before giving a learner an official post test, it is important that the instructor and student have 
some indication of that student’s progress.  Instructors use any number of informal assessments 
to monitor such progress. These progress checks serve as a guide for instruction by enabling 
an instructor and learner to: 
 

1) pinpoint more specific areas of concern 
2) modify instructional and learning strategies 
3) clarify next steps in the learning process 
4) review material previously mastered 

 
Informal assessments range in scope from class discussions to teacher-made tests.  Here are a 
few suggestions for informally monitoring students’ understanding and progress. 
 

 
Source:  Kentucky Adult Education, Council on Postsecondary Education; http://kyae.ky.gov/. 

Continuous

student's class 
participation  

daily subject 
journaling

review of previously 
mastered skills

lesson summaries by 
students

self-assessment 
rubric

Frequent

oral question/answer 
sessions

board work by 
students

teacher-designed 
quizzes

skill demonstrations

oral readings

class discussions

Occasional

end of unit/chapter 
activities

computer-based 
curriculum progress 

checks

portfolio 
development and 

evaluation

pair work with flash 
cards 

peer tutoring

Informal Assessment 
“Assessment of skills that have been taught needs to be 
continuous and spiraled, returning to previous lessons to 
make sure learners have integrated old learning into new.” 

 -- NIFL 
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