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Adult education enrollment tops 120,000
A record number of Kentuckians enrolled in adult education programs in fiscal year 2004 to earn a GED, upgrade basic academic or workforce skills, improve their English or learn as a family. The 120,051 enrollments surpassed the goal by 20 percent.

Adult education programs in 91 counties met or exceeded their enrollment and performance goals in fiscal 2004. The list of counties is available at http://www.cpe.state.ky.us/announce/News/FY04_Performance_Rewards.pdf These counties will share nearly $1 million in incentive funds. Forty of these counties have earned incentive funding for the four years it has been available. County programs earning performance incentives will receive their 2004 banners and a news release for local media within the next few days.

“Kentucky has made a significant investment in adult education, which has led to an 135 percent increase in enrollment since 2000,” said Cheryl King, vice-president for adult education. “But the most important return on this investment is educated Kentuckians who are more self-sufficient, more involved in their communities, more engaged as citizens, better role models for their children and better employees.”

Significant enrollment totals were posted in workforce education and family literacy. Workforce education programs enrolled 51,388 employees and served more than 900 employers. Family literacy, in which parents and their children learn together, climbed to 4,397 enrollments. More than 11,000 students took advantage of online courses through http://www.kyvae.org.

Council President Tom Layzell praised the county programs for what he called remarkable success. “This is a significant achievement for our state and a remarkable success for the county providers who endeavor everyday to meet the needs of their communities,” he said.

The foundation for this success was the Adult Education Act of 2000 that created a partnership between Kentucky Adult Education and the Council on Postsecondary Education. The partnership was strengthened in July 2003 by the organizational transition of Kentucky Adult Education from the Cabinet for Workforce Development to the Council on Postsecondary Education.

Gov. Fletcher presents education plan
Gov. Ernie Fletcher laid out his long-range plan for Kentucky's educational progress in front of a legislative committee November 9, saying the state's economic development hinges on a quality learning environment.

Fletcher noted that his plan, originally released in August and since distributed to groups across the state to solicit opinion, is not merely a set of policy proposals for the coming legislative session, nor is it intended to be inflexible. "It's not a plan set in stone," he said. "It's a work in progress."

The key to economic development, he said, is an educated workforce. "It's all about lifelong learning," Fletcher said. Among his main themes was that vocational and workforce education should be tied to local industry, making them more relevant to the business sector.

Fletcher also noted the increasing number of GED graduates going on to college. The governor introduced slides stating that while Kentucky's labor force is 5 to 6 percent smaller than the national average, productivity was 5 to 6 percent higher.

"We've got a quality workforce," he said. "We're an attractive state because of low energy costs and high productivity labor."

At the primary and secondary levels, Fletcher said he wants to get the state's two major universities involved in education research so that Kentucky students can have access to innovative teaching methods.

Among the governor's long-term goals are universal preschool and teacher salaries that align with neighboring states. Bringing updated computer technology into the classroom is also a priority, he said.

Health literacy workshop scheduled
The Carnegie Center for Literacy and Learning in Lexington is hosting a one-day workshop for educators and health providers on “Improving Health Literacy through Adult Education.”

The workshop will be from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. December 7. There is no registration fee and lunch will be provided. To register, complete the registration form at http://adulted.state.ky.us/Health_Lit_Wksp_Reg_Form.doc by November 19. Providers may earn five KYAE PD credits for attending.

The workshop will cover:

· What is health literacy and who are the players?

· Why incorporate health literacy into adult education?

· What model can be used for incorporating health literacy into your curriculum?

· What activities can instructors use to teach health literacy?

· How can health literacy address the needs of ESL learners?

· How can you build capacity for health literacy into your programs?

The visiting lecturer for the workshop is Andres Muro, manager of the El Paso Community College-Community Education Program. In 1998, he developed Health Literacy El Paso, a program to serve academically and economically disadvantaged residents attending adult literacy classes. He has trained more than 375 adult educators, health professionals and other interested individuals.

The Carnegie Center was established through a partnership among the Urban County Government, Lexington Public Library and private donors and provides leadership to and is a resource for program enhancing literacy and learning. More information about the center is available at www.carnegieliteracy.org.

KEC and KMSS resources
Many adult education programs make use of important workforce development resources that can help students achieve their goals. All adult educators should be aware of the following:

· KYAE has a pre-paid account with ACT Inc. that permits adult education programs to become a WorkKeys assessment site without charge and receive free Locating Information, Applied Mathematics and Reading for Information assessments.

· In addition, there is an agreement with KCTCS to administer Kentucky Employability Certificates (KEC) and Kentucky Manufacturing Skill Standards (KMSS) certificates to adult education programs that apply on behalf of their students who have achieved the appropriate scores on WorkKeys and KMSS assessments. KYAE pays for the cost of the certificates.

· KYAE has made these investments as a convenience and a cost-effective measure for programs - the agreement with ACT Inc. was negotiated at state rates for which individual programs would not have been eligible. Please take advantage of these resources and the promise they hold for adult education students.

For more information about these resources, contact your Workforce Associate. See  http://adulted.state.ky.us/workforce_associate_areas_map_9-13-04.pdf to find contact information for your county’s Workforce Associate.
GED updates
GED Test Fee
The amended regulation increasing the GED test fee passed all administrative requirements and will become effective January 1, 2005. The fee will be $40 for a student taking all five tests. Individual subtests or retests will be $10 each.

Adult education providers should confer with the GED test center serving their students to discuss how the test fee will be collected. KYAE encourages adult education programs to identify resources in the community to assist students needing financial assistance with the test fee.

The regulation also puts into effect a $5 processing fee for a duplicate transcript request and a $25 fee for a duplicate diploma request.

GED Test Schedule
The GED testing schedule at each test center and addendum sites is available at: http://adulted.state.ky.us/GED%20info/AE_Public_Access_TESt%20CTRS_July-December_04.doc. You may use this schedule to assist students who have a scheduling problem in preregistering with an alternate test center. Please do not make this site public to prevent double booking at test centers.

Adult education providers serving local jails should inform jailers about the reinstatement of the GED test fee prior to January 1, 2005. The schedule for GED testing at local jails may be accessed at: http://adulted.state.ky.us/GED%20info/JAIL_Testing_Site_FORM_6-29-04.doc
GED not available online
KYAE has reports of many students mistakenly thinking the GED tests can be taken online. They have paid fees to companies advertising GED online. Please inform your students that GED tests may not be taken online.

Adult educator nominated for “Student of the Year”
Susan Watson, an adult educator in the Powell County program, has been nominated for the Kentucky Association of Developmental Education (KADE) “Outstanding Developmental Student of the Year.”

Susan was nominated by Karen Sue Cain, director of Developmental Education and Academic Testing at Eastern Kentucky University. Susan is a former student of the EKU program. In the nomination, Karen wrote:

“Susan entered Eastern Kentucky University in fall 1988 and took all three levels of our developmental mathematics courses. Susan was in the developmental geometry course that I taught. She later completed a college algebra course and two mathematics courses for elementary education majors. She was successful in the mathematics courses and completed her Baccalaureate Degree in Early Elementary Education in 1993 and a Masters Degree in Early Childhood Education in 1999. Susan completed a Rank I Reading Specialist K-12 and Gifted and Talented Certification in July 2004. She now teaches (mathematics) in the Powell County Adult Education Program in Stanton…. How wonderful to know that building the skills does promote lifelong learning and the giving of lifelong learning opportunities…. Susan is a wonderful story of success and exemplifies how important our work is every day.”

KADE’s conference is scheduled for November 19 and 20 at Northern Kentucky University. This is a KYAE-approved professional development activity and will count as six PD credits. More information is available at www.geocities.com/kade0001.

KIDC elects president
Jim Thompson of KYAE was elected president of the Kentucky Industrial Development Corporation (KIDC) at its annual conference in early November. In addition, the organization honored Jim with a 2004 KIDC Founders Award.

KIDC is a nonprofit association founded in 1967 to promote economic and industrial development in the Commonwealth. KIDC membership is open to individuals engaged in activities associated with economic and community development in Kentucky.

KAACE annual awards
In conjunction with AAACE, the KYAE-KAACE conference was held in Louisville the first week of November 2004. More than 700 adult educators from the United States and other countries attended. At a luncheon on November 5, KAACE presented its annual awards. Congratulations to the honorees listed below.

Outstanding Student of the Year - Teresa Burns of Jefferson County. Teresa earned her GED on May 21, 2004, 20 years to the day that she would have graduated from high school. KAACE honored Teresa for overcoming many obstacles to continue her education.

Outstanding Student of the Year - Robert Logsdon of Grayson County. Robert earned his GED in May 2004 after overcoming many barriers. He was nominated for his unparalleled tenacity to be successful.

KAACE Student Scholarship - Rupert Brown of Oldham County. Rupert is pursuing construction electricity at KCTCS.

KAACE Student Scholarship - Roy Skaggs of Hardin County. Roy is in the automotive technology program at KCTCS. He is a high school graduate who worked for 36 years at Gates Rubber Company. He enrolled at KCTCS after working with instructors at the Hardin County Adult Education Center.

KAACE Student Scholarship - Michael “Chad” Webb is in the automotive technology program at KCTCS. He wants to eventually earn a degree in criminal science at Eastern Kentucky University.

KAACE Employee of the Year Award - Ginny Sullivan of KYAE. Ginny was recognized for her outstanding support to adult educators throughout Kentucky. KAACE noted that she is a true asset to the adult education program.

KAACE Member Scholarship - Charlene Brown of Jefferson County. Charlene was chosen because of her outstanding service and dedication to adult education.

KAACE Member Scholarship - Jennifer Bryant of the Kentucky Valley Education Cooperative. Jennifer was chosen because of her outstanding service and dedication to adult education.

Regional Supporter of the Year - Mark Brown of Buffalo Trace Distillery, Frankfort. The Thornhill Learning Center in Franklin County nominated Mark for this support of adult education. Buffalo Trace Distillery provides computer programs for career exploration, funding for the at-risk student program and guest speakers for adult education programs.

Regional Supporter of the Year - Major Todd Hawks of the Salvation Army, Louisville. The Jefferson County Adult Education Program nominated Todd for his support in developing the SAIL (Salvation Army Initiative for Literacy) program. SAIL assists the unique needs of low-level readers. The program’s success is a result of Todd’s efforts in funding, advertising and instructor training.

Regional Supporter of the Year - Bruce Hanna, Housing Authority of Maysville. The Maysville Community and Technical College Adult Education Program nominated Bruce for his untiring support of local adult education programs.

Regional Supporter of the Year - Michael Pape, District Director for Congressman Whitfield. The Christian County Adult Education Program nominated Michael for the award. As president of the Christian County Literacy Council, he has elevated the community’s perception of adult education. He was applauded for being a committed advocate for adult education at the local, state and federal levels.

Regional Supporter of the Year - Abraham Williams, Housing Authority of Bowling Green. Abraham has been instrumental in obtaining grants to improve the quality of life for many families in Warren County. He provides after-school tutor programs, transportation for students and space for a family literacy program.

News to Use index
News to Use is now indexed by subject to provide easy access to information. The index and back issues are available at http://adulted.state.ky.us/ on the Forms/Resources page.

Commonly used acronyms defined
KYAE has developed a list of commonly used acronyms and their descriptions. The list is available at http://adulted.state.ky.us/AE_Acronyms.doc.
AERIN updates
The AERIN Data Manual has been revised. Updated pages are marked with a revision date on the bottom right corner of the page. The manual is available at http://adulted.state.ky.us/ on the Data Collection page. If you have questions, contact Terry Tackett (ext. 107) or Tammy Powers (ext. 114) at (502) 573-5114.

KYAE phones
KYAE and CPE transitioned to a new telephone system in November. We think all bugs have been worked out and that the system is fully operational now. KYAE’s phone number and staff extensions did not change. If you encounter any problems calling KYAE staff, please e-mail Ginny Sullivan at Ginny.Sullivan@ky.gov with the date and time the problem occurred along with a brief description of the problem.

Latest CAAL research
The Council for Advancement of Adult Literacy has released the sixth in its series of working papers on the role and potential of community colleges in adult education and literacy. The latest paper examines the Oregon system.

In July 2004, CAAL released its national case study spotlighting Kentucky’s progress in adult education. The report focused on the “astounding success” of Kentucky Adult Education, Council on Postsecondary Education and the Kentucky Community and Technical College System.

The papers are available at http://www.caalusa.org. Look in the left-hand column under “Community College Project.”

Frequently asked questions
Q: Is the PA version of the OPT still a viable test in Kentucky? Why is it sold commercially?
A: Yes. The GED Testing Service (GEDTS) allows Steck-Vaughn to market the PA form of the OPT to retail stores. Barnes and Noble is the only retail store currently selling the PA form of the OPT. The student takes the test and sends the answer sheet in a postage-paid envelope to one of 22 GED testing centers. The testing center returns the student’s scores with recommendations based on how the student scored; the student does not see the answer key. KYAE recommends using the PA version only when a student has taken all other forms or as a pre-practice test for students who are apprehensive about the OPT.
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