[image: image1.png]EDUCATION

GO HIGHED



“News to Use”
October 2004
AAACE PD credit information
KYAE has received several questions regarding PD credit for the AAACE fall conference. The following are FAQs. If you need more information, contact Dr. Sandra Kestner at Sandra.Kestner@ky.gov.
Q. How many PD credits may I earn by attending the conference?

A. We are awarding 6 PD credits for the conference.

Q. Do I have to attend all three days to earn 6 PD credits?

A. Yes. The conference begins on Wednesday, November 3, at 3:30 p.m. There is also a reception for great opportunities to network with colleagues. The conference ends Friday afternoon.

Q. May I earn partial credit for attending one day?

A. No. Since KYAE is paying the registration fee of $300 we are not awarding partial credit for attending only one day of the conference.

Q. May I earn additional credit by attending the preconference session?

A. Yes. Complete the form available at http://adulted.state.ky.us/2004_AAACE_Conf_Req_Pre-Conf_PD_Credit.doc and turn in the form at the registration desk on Wednesday. You will receive a certificate for the pre-conference session after verification of your attendance.

“Report Card” shows significant improvement in Kentucky
Kentucky is one of only four states that improved in four out of five categories in Measuring Up 2004: The National Report Card on Higher Education. The other states are Arkansas, Tennessee and South Dakota. California is the only state improved in all five categories.

The report from the National Center for Public Policy and Higher Education measures state-level higher education performance in preparation, participation, affordability, completion and benefits. This report is the first in the Measuring Up series that examines 10-year performance trends.

Among the findings:

· Kentucky is one of only eight states that showed improvement in college participation. Over the past 10 years, the chance of enrolling in college by age 19 increased by 11 percent, in contrast to a nationwide decline of 3 percent. While Kentucky still has work to do in this area (top states score 52 percent in this area as compared to 38 percent in Kentucky), the improvements in this measure are significant.

· Kentucky is closing the college participation gap between white students and minority ethnic groups, and between students from low- and high-income families. Over the past 10 years the percentage of young adults from minority ethnic groups enrolled in college increased from 15 percent to 32 percent of all young adult minorities. During that time the number of young adults from low-income families enrolled in college increased from 16 percent to 30 percent of all young adults from low-income families.

· The proportion of African Americans enrolled in postsecondary in Kentucky (7.7 percent in 2003) outpaces the proportion of African Americans in Kentucky’s population (7.3 percent in the 2000 census).

· Kentucky enrolls an insufficient number of working-age adults (age 25-49) in college-level courses compared to top performing states.

· Despite receiving its lowest grade in “affordability” (D-), Kentucky ranks as one of the most affordable states in the nation. No state received an “A” in this category, only one state received a “B,” two states received a “C,” eleven got a “D” and thirty-six received an “F.”

· The cost of public higher education in Kentucky as a percent of family income is unchanged from a decade ago. This contrasts with the national trend that shows that higher education costs are outpacing family income. The report also shows that the commonwealth’s investment in need-based financial aid has grown significantly over the past decade (from 20 percent of the federal Pell grant investment ten years ago to 40 percent in 2004).

· As one of five pilot states seeking ways to measure the educational capital of the state’s college-educated population, Kentucky received a “+” in the learning category. All other states received a grade of “Incomplete.” Pilot results show that higher than average proportions of college graduates in Kentucky appear to be prepared for licensed technical careers or professions, while below-average proportions appear ready for further graduate study. Graduates of two-year colleges score above average on direct measures of student learning, while graduates of four-year institutions are less competitive.

· Kentucky is among the fastest improving states on the proportion of students completing certificates and degrees relative to the number enrolled; however, Kentucky ranks 47th in the nation in the percent of the adult population with a four-year degree or higher.

· The gap between blacks and whites receiving certificates and degrees has narrowed over the past decade.

Pat Callan, president of the National Center for Public Policy and Higher Education, said, “At a time of economic and demographic changes that point to a need for more Americans with education and training beyond high school, the United States has been stalled for a decade.” Measuring Up 2004 shows that Kentucky is bucking these national trends. For a full copy of the Measuring Up 2004 report please visit http://www.highereducation.org.

CPE “Can We Talk?” regional forums
KYAE thanks the adult educators who are attending the CPE regional forums across the Commonwealth. Dates and locations of the forums are listed at http://adulted.state.ky.us/9-2-Reg_Forums_Schedule.doc. Participants should attend the forum that is being held for the county in which they work or reside. If you can’t attend a regional forum, watch your e-mail for information about how you can submit written comments through CPE’s Web site.

GED test center monitoring complete
The national GED Testing Service (GEDTS) recently completed monitoring visits with all of Kentucky’s GED test centers. Pat Taylor, a consultant with GEDTS, noted Kentucky’s significant progress.

“…The last monitoring trip was an excellent example of how far Kentucky has come with the GED program,” Taylor wrote in a memo to Dr. Cheryl King. “Basically, all the examiners were following a majority of their required procedures for testing at their centers. This was a dramatic improvement over our first monitoring visits in 2003.”

Taylor said the improvement was due to the leadership of Dr. B.J. Helton, Kentucky’s GED administrator.]

Family literacy report
During regional meetings in August, KYAE gave providers an executive summary of the 2002-03 Family Literacy Evaluation by Thomas, Warren + Associates. The full report and executive summary are available at http://adulted.state.ky.us/ on the “Performance/Research” link.

Updated staff list
KYAE has updated its staff contact list. It’s available at http://adulted.state.ky.us/ on the “About Adult Education” link. Look for “Staff Listing by Service Topic.”

GED resource for One-Stops
The GED Testing Service has designed a free flyer for One-Stop professionals. It’s available at http://adulted.state.ky.us/One_Stop_GED_Flyer.pdf or by ordering through the GED Fulfillment Service at (301) 632-6758. The only charge is shipping.

Hopkins County students profiled in local newspaper
The September 24 issues of The Messenger in Madisonville recently spotlighted several Hopkins County adult education students who have a “passion to succeed,” according to the newspaper. The article and photographs chronicled the journeys that led the students to the ACE 2 Adult Centers for Educational Excellence at Madisonville Community College. Cris Crowley, the adult education program director in Hopkins County, was quoted in the article.

KADE conference in November
The Kentucky Association of Developmental Education has scheduled its conference for November 19 and 20 at Northern Kentucky University. This is a KYAE-approved professional development activity and will count as six PD credits.

KADE is seeking individuals to present at the conference. More information is available at http://www.geocities.com/kade0001.

Call for articles
The Change Agent, a newspaper for adult educators, is calling for articles for its next issue on the theme of "transitions."

The newspaper is seeking articles about people who have made successful transitions and overcome obstacles. Desired articles include student writings,

lessons, activities and reflections addressing the theme of educational and

life transitions. Topics may include transitions from GED to postsecondary education or training, from incarceration to community, from public assistance to economic independence, from country of origin to the USA, and from one stage of life to another.

All articles must be received by November 12, 2004. All articles will be considered. Suggested length is 500-1,200 words. Final decisions are made by The Change Agent editorial board. A stipend of $50 will be paid to each student whose work is accepted for publication in this issue.

Please send material (by e-mail or PC disk) to:

Angela Orlando, Editor

New England Literacy Resource Center/World Education

44 Farnsworth St., Boston, MA 02210

Phone: 617-482-9485 fax: 617-482-0617

E-mail: mailto:angela_orlando@worlded.org
Valuable links
If your adult education students need social services, there’s a good Web resource available at http://www.literacydirectory.org/. The Kentucky Cares Web site has similar types of information and is available at http://kycares.ky.gov/.

The National Institute for Literacy Special Collection has a Literacy and Learning Disabilities Web site at <http://ldlink.coe.utk.edu/> . It features up-to-date research on learning disabilities for adult students and a section for ESL.

The Literacy Information and Communication System (LINCS) has revised its Web site at http://www.nifl.gov/lincs/.

The federal Office of Vocational and Adult Education has added a new English Literacy and Civics Education topic page at http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ovae/pi/AdultEd/elctopic.html.

The U.S. Department of Labor’s Employment and Training Administration has published a vision paper on youth. It’s available at http://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/attach/TEGL3-04.pdf.

The Annie E. Casey Foundation has released its 2004 KIDS COUNT Data Book, which contains information on 10 key indicators of child well being. Individual state data are available. The book is available at http://www.aecf.org/kidscount/databook/.
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