Update:  5-27-04--The Kentucky Department of Education has issued the 2004-05 version of the Kentucky Paraeducator Assessment (KPA) to local school district personnel directors, Title I coordinators and others who work with paraeducators and with the KPA.  

The revised documents include the Study Guide, Technical Assistance Guide, Trainer/Facilitator/Proctor Handbook, Answer Sheet, Results Sheet, Form A, Form B, Form C, and the Answer Key for Forms A-C.  The new files are easily identifiable, because all document footers contain "2004-05."

I received a copy of the files to distribute to local adult education programs that provide KPA services for local school districts.  I have already forwarded the revised files to local AE staff to whom I provided copies of previous KPA versions.  

If your program has been designated by a local school district to administer the KPA and you have not yet received the 2004-05 documents, please contact me.  

Adult education programs now have access to the Kentucky Paraeducator study guide and password protected online assessment, posted, 10-7-03

I am pleased to announce a collaborative effort between the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) and Kentucky Adult Education (KYAE), Council on Postsecondary Education for the administration of the Kentucky Paraeducators Assessment (KPA).

The KDE recently developed and made available to school districts the KPA as a requirement of the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).  KYAE has agreed that adult education programs may be designated (if they aren't already) as districts' centers for paraeducator training and assessment.  Adult education programs will have access to the KPA study guide and password protected online assessment. (See how below.)

The following individuals applying or serving as paraeducators are NOT required to take the new KPA:

· paraeducators who qualified under the interim KPA or a locally developed or selected assessment;

· individuals who have completed 48 credit hours of postsecondary education; or

· individuals who have an associate's degree

While school districts may have been using or continue to use alternative assessments, the KPA is another option with which districts may assess paraeducators.  In the future, districts may develop/select an alternative paraeducator assessment to the KPA.  If so, as required under the NCLB Act, the district must submit to the Kentucky Department of Education the Alternative Paraeducator Assessment Certification that specifies the selected assessment meets the Act's criteria.   

The determination of a paraeducator testing site resides with the local district.  Your program may already be involved with your school district's paraeducator assessment efforts.  If not, we suggest you approach local school district decision-makers to encourage them to designate your adult education center as their testing site.  It may provide an opportunity for recruitment of individuals who may benefit from additional adult education services. 

The KPA is administered online through the Kentucky Virtual High School (KVHS).  It consists of questions randomly selected from a test bank.  Therefore, there are numerous versions of the assessment.  There is no cost to the district or test-taker to administer or take the assessment.

If you would like more information about providing instruction for and administering the KPA, please sign up for the online reference course (KPA200) at www.KYVAE.org.  It will provide the information you need to get started: information about the KPA; the KPA study guide; the KPA test-taker handbook; the KPA trainer/facilitator/proctor handbook; and Alternative Paraeducator Assessment Certification.  Be sure to work with your local school district to ensure your center has been designated as a testing center and is in compliance with their guidelines.


To register for the KPA200:



Go to www.kyvae.org


Click "Educators Enter Here"



Click "Professional Development Opportunities"


Click "View Available Online Courses for Professional Development"
Click on KPA200 "Using the KY Paraeducator Assessment" and click "Register Now"



Complete the registration form, making sure to select "KPA200"


Click "Submit Application"
Since this assessment is related to the employment of paraeducators in the local school districts, services should be coded as workforce education -- code 14.  When enrolling a potential KPA test-taker, conduct training first, using the KPA study guide, and then administer the KPA assessment according to the proctoring handbook.  As a result, (1) test-takers are more likely to be successful at passing the assessment; and (2) your center does not become "an assessment center" versus a center where adults may enhance their knowledge, skills, and abilities.

For the password to access the online KPA, call Ginny Sullivan at 502-564-5114, extension 111.  The security of this password must be maintained; therefore, it will not be provided via e-mail.
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