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Representative James DeCesare 
· Expressed concern about the number of ESL students and asked what was being done in this area.

Dr. King

· KYAE is working with Morehead State University to enhance professional development for ESL instructors.  

· KYAE can do more in the area of ESL and will be looking at best practices, specifically a program in North Carolina, and the possibility of making ESL a required component of county programs’ adult education services.

Representative Mary Lou Marzian 

· Complemented KYAE on doing a great job.
· Asked if reaching the goal of 300,000 would require additional resources.  Asked legislators to note the importance of Slide 29 (Funding Per Student).
Dr. King 

· County programs are very concerned about increasing enrollment goals without a corresponding funding increase.  

· County programs are being asked to do more and more with less and less.

·  There must be new methods of service delivery and additional resources.

Senator Ken Winters 

· Asked for a clarification on the adult education federal funding source.
· Expressed concern about the provision of corrections education.
Dr. King 

· Federal funding is provided through the Workforce Investment Act Title II and corrections education funding is a capped federal set-aside.  

· KYAE partners with KCTCS and the Kentucky Department of Corrections, both of which are extremely supportive of adult education in correctional institutions at the state and local levels.

Senator Vernie McGaha 

· Asked if the Department for Workforce Investment was part of the Workforce Alliance.
Dr. King 

· In the initial stages, the agency was at the table, but KYAE needs to do more in leveraging adult education services with Title I.

Senator McGaha 

· Inquired about the success of GED graduates transitioning into postsecondary.
· Stated that 300,000 is a good goal, but we need to make sure we’re teaching what it takes to be successful.
Dr. King 

· KYAE is engaged in research with Morehead, EKU and KCTCS to better understand enrollment and retention and how many GED graduates need developmental classes.  
· Preliminary information shows the retention rates from year one to year two are poor and are not as good as high school graduates.  If students get beyond the sophomore year, graduation rates are comparable.  
· More troubling is the number of GED graduates in developmental courses – math and reading.  That’s why alignment must go beyond the GED.  Once content standards are developed, curriculum and professional development must be aligned.
· Pointed out that Breathitt County is outstanding in producing GED graduates and transitioning them to postsecondary.
· KYAE has established GED benchmarks for county programs to compare and discuss.
Representative Addia Wuchner

· Asked about the accountability system and GED production.

Dr. King
· Accountability based on the federal NRS system that measures educational attainment, GED, employment and transition to postsecondary.

· Programs need help in recruiting students.  They’re so consumed by other issues, it’s difficult to recruit.  

· Linking jobs to educational attainment as in the Go, Earn, Do (Amazon.com) initiative is important for recruitment.

Representative Ted Edmonds

· Praised Breathitt County and recognized all adult educators in the audience.

· For what we invest in adult education, this is the best bang for the buck we have in state government.

Dr. King
· It just wouldn’t happen without the county providers.

Representative Frank Rasche
· Commended the county providers, Dr. King and KYAE staff.

· Without expectations and goals, it just doesn’t happen.

